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Fred DeBrine, co-anchor: 

Today marked the thirty-ninth anniversary of the atom 
boxb at Hiroshima, but it was also a red letter day in the 
atomic history of western New Ycrk. It marked the beginning 
of the end for the area's most visible link with America's 
first atomic bomb. News Center Ti:ots Dick Lucinski explains. 

Dick Lucinski reporting: 

This material is radioactive. It's the first of the 
low-level radioactive waste to be drained from a concrete 
sile at the Lake Ontario Ordinance Works in Lewiston. The 
silo and the one hu~dred ninety-on? acres around it are oxned. 
by the federal government. 

Bechtel National Incorporated is supervising the clean- 
up work here. They arz emptying the silo in what they call 
a mining operation. A puap is put into the top of the tcwer, 
water is mixed with the material, it's pumped through abouc 
a mile of steel pipe and placed into a secure in-ground 
storage area. The water is then settled out and treated 
separately. The cperation that started today will eventually 
result in the demolition of the silo. 

Bert Zimbrich (Site Supervisor): It's probably going to take 
about thsee months to complete the c?eration, Lake all zf the 
materials out of the tcwer, and then xb,e'll gc into a srage 
where for demolition 3f that tower. 

Luci~ski: So you expect the tcwer to be down by +he end of 
the year? 

Zimbrich: We're hopiag that iy'll be down by the end of the 
year, yes. 

Lucicski: Some one hurdred twenty radiaticn monitors are 
positioned both on-and off-site. 

Bill Borden (Health Physicist): When we opaned the tower 
the readings did elevate on top of the tower, but we saw 
practically no effect at all in :he environment itself. It's 
being well-dispersed by the winds. 

Lucinski: And you don't see any problems through this entire 
ogerarion? 

Borden: No sir, I don't anticipate any problems, 

Lucinski: The atomic waste is left over from the Slanhatta~ 
Project, t h e  production of America's first a t ~ m i c  bomb. The 
entire cleanup ope~ation is expected to cake anoth~r two 
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K i m  Hindrew,  a n c h o r :  

I t ' s  been a  l o n g  t rme  comlng,  b u t  t h e  U . S .  D e p a r t n e n t  
o f  Energy  r s  f r n a l l y  c l e a n r n g  up radioactive w a s t e s  f rom 
t h e  L a t t y  Avenue s r d e  r n  Nor th  S t .  i o u l s  Coun ty .  The 
gove rnmen t  w l l l  s pend  s e v e n  hundred  f r f t y  t h o u s a n d  d o l l a r s  
on  t h e  p r o l e c t ,  a n d  Channel  2 ' s  S p e r o  Can ton  r e p o r t s  r t ' s  
e x p e c t e d  t o  t a k e  a b o u t  f r v e  months .  

Can ton :  

A t  f b r s t  glance, you'd never know t h e s e  w o r k e r s  were  removing  
r a d i o a c t i v e  m a t e r i a l .  No o n e  i s  w e a r i n g  a s p i r a t o r s ,  moon 
s u i t s ,  a n d  t h e r e  r s  no d e c o n t a m r n a t i o n  a r e a .  A l l  t h r s  
d i r t  c o n t a i n s  fo r iu rn ,  radrum,  and  r a d o n .  I t ' s  l e f t  o v e r  
f rom work done i n  Nor th  County 3 r e a  f o r t y  y e a r s  a g o  t o  
e x t r a c t  uran ium d u r i n g  t h e  Manha t t an  p ro - j ec t .  But  s u p e r -  
v i s o r s  s a y ,  t h e  r a d i a t i o n  p r e s e n t  i s  n e g l i g i b l e .  

B s b  K e l l e y  ( B e c h t e l  ~ r s o r l :  - I t ' s  low e n o , ~ g h  c r g h t  
now t h a t  r r ' s  n o t  much more t h a n  t h e  a v e r a g e  background  
r e a d i n g  t h a t  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  f rom t h e  no rma l  e x p o s u r e ,  
s a y ,  we're g e t t i n g  f rom the s u n  r i g h t  here. 

Nancy B u i g l e  f B e r k l e y  C i t y  m a n a g e r ) :  I ' m  c o m f o r t a b l e  
t h a t  wz're d a a l r n g  ~ L t h  a L O G  l e v e l  k i n d  cf ~ a r t i c u l a t s  
t h a t  i s  n o r e  o f  a n u r s a n c e  t h a n  a n y t h r n g  e l s e .  

@an=on:  I n  s p i t e  of  t h e  s m a l l  amount of r a d r a t l o n ,  s a f e -  
g u a r d s  a r e  b e l n g  t a k e n .  Norke r s  a r e  w e a r i n g  p r a t e c t l v e  
S o o t s  a n d  g l o v e s ,  and  a r e  b e i n g  checked  f a r  radiation 
e x p o s u r e .  More t h a n  f i f t e e n  hundred  t r u c k l o a d s  o f  d i r t  
w l l l  be scooped  up ,  and  t h e n  a d d i t i o n a l  t e s t s  w i l l  be 
done .  T h e  low ;eve1  r a d l o a c t b v e  d i r t  r s  b e i n g  t r a n s p o r t e d  
69 t h i s  mound a  few hundred  f e e t  away from where t h e  
e x c a v a t ~ o n  i s  o c c u r r i n g .  Workers  s a y  i t  w i l l  r ema in  t h e r e  
u n t i l  t h e y  d e c i d e  what  t o  do  w l t h  i t .  S p e r o  C a n t o n ,  Channe l  
2 N e w s  i n  Hazelwood. 
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